CTAHOBHUIIE

Ha Kocragun Pabamkues, n.u.H., mpodecop mo Kinacuuecka apxeosnorusi, uieH Ha Hayu-
HOTO >KYpH, Ha3Ha4YC€HO ChC 3amoBe] Ha T-H Pekropa Ha O3V ,Heodbut Puncku (Ne
1909/ 18.09.2025), mo KOHKypC 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJIeMUYHATa JUTHKHOCT ,,JOIICHT™ TI0
npodecuonaiHo Hanpasienue 2.2. Mctopus u Apxeosorus (Ctapa uctopus), 00siBeH OT
O3V B IB 6p. 63/ 01.08.2025 r.

1. B 0o0siBeHUsI KOHKYpC, OpraHu3upan 3a Hyxjaute Ha [IpaBHo-Uctopu-
yecku ¢akynret Ha FOro-3anaguus YHUBEpCUTET, 0OCHICH U YTBBPJCH Ha
3acenanue Ha Karenpa ,,Mctopus® (mporokon Ne 13/26.03.2025 r.), equnc-
TBEH KaHAUJAT € IJ1. acucT. 1-p Asekcanabp Casos Iloprascku. [{o ydac-
THE TOW € JOMyCHAT Ha OCHOBaHUE, Y€ M3IBIHSBA MUHUMAJHUTE HaIHO-
HaTHU n3uckBanus 1o wi. 20 ot 3PACPB, BujHO B geno3upanara cripaBka.
A. IlopTancku e 3aBbpiimi cneruaiHocT Mctopus B ctopudeckust gpakydi-
teT Ha Coduiickus yHusepcurer ,,CB. Kimument Oxpuacku®, crenuanuza-
s o Crapa UCTOpHS, MAIE00ANTKAHUCTUKA U TPAKOJIOTUs (MarucThp mpe3
1995 r.) u e Oun AOKTOpaAHT Ha caMocToATeNnHa noarotoska B FO3VY, ¢ rema
Ha aucepTauusra: ,,JIuous u epvyKkusm ceam — KYIAMYPHO UCMOPUYECKU
8PB3KU U 83aUMOOelicmeus npe3 nvpsama nonosura Ha I xun. np. Xp. “ (3a-
muTeHa 2010 r.). Ot 1995 r. e acuctent B KO3V , crapmu acucrent (1999
r.), rmaBeH acucteHT (2008 r.). B koHKypca Toi yyacTBa ¢ XaOWInTallMOHEH
TPy, MyOJIMKyBaH M MPEIOCTAaBEH 3a IUCKYCHs MOJ| 3arjaBue. ,, barxkano-
anamoautickama oowrocm 6 opesnocmma ‘. Coghusi: U30. IlpoBuac, 2025.
3a chIMsA UMa U31aJICH U MPUIIOKEH JOKYMEHT 32 aBTEHTUYHOCT Ha TEKCTa.

VYyactBa u ¢ 31 Op. nyOauKaKMKM — CTyIMU U CTATUU IO MPUJIOKEH CIUCHK.

2. [IpenonaBaresckata HaTOBApeHOCT Ha A-p Anekcanabp [loprancku 3a
yueOHata 2025-2026 BkitouBa 255 4. nekuuu (€IHOCEMECTPUAIHU KYp-
COBE), OT KOUTO 75 4. 3abJKATENHU U 90 4. ynpaxxHenus. YeTeHusTa nok-

puBaT MMPOKUs nuarna3oH Ha Crapara ucropus — jekuuu o Mcropus Ha



Crapus cBat: I'spuust, Pum u Jlpesen U3tok, Tpakonorus, JIuaus, Kakto u
nexkuuu no Kynrypa Ha JlpeBHa IOrousrouna EBpoma, /peBHa ['spuus u
BbBenenune B mkoHoMuKkara u reorpadusara Ha Jlpesuus cBsat. HabopsT ot
JUCLHUIUIMHYA TO PA3KpUBA KaTO YTBBPAECH U3CIIEIOBATEI HA IpEBHATA UCTO-
pus, oYepTaBa MOCTUTHATOTO HUBO HA KOMIETEHTHOCT, U TOTOBHOCTTA MY
Jla U3MBJIHSIBA HOBUTE CH aHTQXKUMEHTH CJIE]] YCIEITHUSI KOHKYPC.

H-p A. Iloprancku yyacTBa B peAuiia MPOESKTH — OUX MOCOYMIT BKITFOY-
BAHETO MYy B MEXAYHAPOAEH HYMH3MaTH4e€H NpPOeKT: Ancient Coins
Counterfeits Scientific Network: Digital Assets for Prevention of Cultural
Heritage Forgery (2021-2024); unen e Ha ekuna Ha HannonanHa HaydHa
nporpama Kyamypnoucmopuyecko Hacieocmeo, HayuoHaIna namem u oo-
wecmeerno pazsumue Ha MOH, 2018-2021 r. bun e Ha cnenuanu3anuy B
VYuusepcurera ,,Ilapuc Jlogpon* B 3anuOypr, ABCTpus, OT MapT J0 IOHU
2003 1., ¢ Tema: Ilpexoovm om O6pOH308a KbM JHCENA3HA enoxa 6 3anaona
Anamonus; 1 B ATUHCKUSI YHUBEPCUTET € TeMa: I pvyKu e3uk u Kyamypa, ot
10HM 10 1011 1999 r. AkTBHO y4yacTBa B neiiHocTUTE Ha Karenpara o npor-
pamMHa aKpeauTaIus W MOATOTOBKAa HAa y4eOHU IJIAHOBE 33 MAaruCThPCKHU

pOrpamMu, OPraHu3aIus Ha Y4eOHU €KCKYP3UH U ITbTYyBalld CEMUHAPH.

3. MonorpadusTa, ¢ kosto 1-p A. Iloprancku ydyactBa B kKoHKypca (baz-
KAHO-aHamonutickama oouHocm 6 OpesHOCmma), € n3cieBaHe Ha 3HAaUUM
reorpadcku apeain, BkirouBanl bankanute 1 Mana A3usi B CTpeMex Ja ce
ouepTasT U3MEPEHUTA HA OOIIHOCT, MPOCTUPAILIA C€ BbB BpeMeTo oT Pan-
HaTa OpOH30Ba ermoxa JOKbM 7. BeK . Xp. Ts e mpocieneHa B UKOHOMU-
YeCKM BpB3KM (MOHETH), KyATypHU (a30yyHaTra MUCMEHOCT), CEJIMLIHU
CTPYKTYpH H KyJnToBU oOekTu. Knurara, 6ux 00600mmi, € 1I000nuTHO Ye-
TUBO, Pa3KpHUBAaIlIo OoraTaTa epyAHLIMs Ha HEIHUS aBTOp, a TOBA 3a HYKIUTE

Ha KOHKYpPCa CMsATaM 3a Hal-Ba>kKHO — Y€ TOM € IMOATOTBCH H3CJICA0BATCII HA



IpeBHOCTTA. [[OIEeMHUYHHSAT CTHI TBK TO pa3KpUBa KAaTO YBIICKATEIICH JICK-
Top. KonmkoTo 10 Hay4dHMS 3aMHCHI U IIeJT Ha HAIMCAHOTO, TPU3HABAM CH,
4e He ChM yOeeH BbB (popMysMpaHaTa TyK OOIIHOCT Ha HAPOIU B KYIATYPH.
ToBa K0eTo ce MPOoBIK/A € eJHa KOHTAaKTHA 30Ha, OMKMCBAaHA YECTO OT U3C-
JIeIOBATEINTE, U BH3MPOU3BEKIaHA B IMOCIICIOBATEIIHOTO BB3/ICHCTBUE HA
HSKOJIKO UMIIEPHH, BKIFOYBAJIN OUYEPTAHUTE 36MU BBB BIaJcHUATA cH. [[pyr
BBIIPOC €, Y€ U3CJICABAHETO B €JIPH ,,IIPUXH " HA OTMUHAJA IEUCTBUTEIIHOCT
TPYIHO OM U3TPAJMIIO SICHA KAPTHHA HA OTPOMHA TEPUTOPHS C MHOTOOPOIHHI
KyJITypH 3a MOBeYe OT XwmisagoieTue. Kato mpuMep OMX MOCOYMIT Ka3aHOTO
3a TpblIKaTa PeIUrus — Y€ TEPMUHBT HE CHIIECTBYBA € SICHO, IIOHE HE BHB
BJIaraHus JHec cMuchia (c. 181). ObGaue penurusTa Ha €IUHUTE HE € CaMO
MUTOBE U HapoJiHA Bspa, HO UMa JI00pe OpraHu3upaHa KyJITOBa MpaKkTUKa U
pUTyalld, CaKpaJIHU MPOCTPAHCTBA U aPXUTEKTYpa, U T€ CE€ OTKPOSIBAT SCHO

OT MMPAaBCHOTO OT APYIUTC €THOCH.

4. B npuioxeHus: cnuchbk ca nocoueHu 31 3arnaBus. [Ipuemam, ye ToBa €
CIIUCHK C MyOJIMKAIMUTE, C KOUTO KaHAUAATHT y4acTBa B KOHKYpPCa, 3al10TO
HE € U3PUYHO NocoueHo. OTnajgat OT peleH3upaHe MOCOYCHUTE B CIIMCHKa
Nel u 2, xouto ca MoHOTpaduuTe — 32 HACTOSAIIUS KOHKYPC U MyOIMKyBa-
HUAT Aoktopat. Ceio u Ned, 5,6, 7,9, 11, kouto ca mo TeMara Ha AucepTa-
IIUSATA B TOJIMHUTE TIPES/IH 3aIIUTATA.

Cpen TekcToBeTe ce oTKposiBa Masioazuiickata npo0jaeMaTuka B U3-
MepeHusiTa Ha bankaHo-aHaTtonuiickaTa OOIIHOCT, KaKBaTO € MyOJuKaIusiTa
Ha aHTIHicKY e3uk B Etudes balkaniques (Ne3), KbJIeTO aBTOPBT € MOJHECHIT
OCHOBAHUATA CH 3a CHIIIECTBYBAaHETO Ha OOITHOCT. Pa3bupaemo cuiieH € uH-
TepechT My KbM 3anagHa Mana Azus (No25, 29), cBbp3aH ChC 3aHUMAHUSTA
My TIO TeMaTa Ha JJOKTOpaTa, KOMTO OYaKBaHO HE € OTHIyMsUL. JIpyr akieHT

e Tpakust u moperara (Ne20) kKaro TyK c€ OTKpOsSIBA MHTEPECHT MY KbM



Canmunecoc (Nel0, 12, 13, 23) u enunckoto nponukBane B [Tonta (Nel4,
19, 24).

Crenmaiino 6ux OTKpowJ1 HeroBa cratust B OMupoBara nmpooieMaTrka
— 3a 3HaYeHUeTo Ha aymara noauc (Ne§), kpaTko, HO 100pe 0O00CHOBaHO U
MHTEPECHO CHOOIIEHHUE MO TeMara 3a paHHUs Tpaj. ChIIOo U KbM CKaJTHO-
n3zceyeHu nametHuim (Ne 15) u mpoOneMsbT 3a T.Hap. dpaxoHosu Kviyu B EB-
oest (Nel8, 30), KOWTO € UHTEepEeCeH, HO Te3aTa € TPYAHO 3alUTUMA B JIOIyC-
HaTaTa Bpb3Ka C MEJIACTUTE CaMO Bb3 OCHOBA Ha €JIMH (POJIKIOPEH pa3Ka3 u
JHO0OMUTHO XpyMBaHe.

[IpucwctBueTo Ha a-p A. [lopTasicku cpen HayyHaTa KOJETHs € pas-
MO3HABAEMO — YacCT OT MyOJUKAIMUTE Ca OT y4aCTUETO My B Hay4HU (popymMu
U KOH(EepeHIuU C TOKIaau, 0OBbP3aHU C HAyYHUTE My uHTepecu. CBue-
TEJICTBO 3a MPUHOCUTE HA HAMPABEHOTO Ca MPECTHIKHUTE U3AaHUS — ObITap-
CKHM U YYXKJIH, B KOUTO MyOJIMKAIIUUTE MPUCHCTBAT, HIKOU OT TAX pedepu-
paHu ¥ UHJEKcHpaHu. ToBa ce pa3KpuBa U B IIUTUPAHUITA B HAYYHATA KHIK-
HUHA, CIIOPE]T OTPA3E€HOTO B CBETOBHU 0a3U IaHHU U MPUIJIOKEHHU B TOKYMEH-
TaluATa 1Mo KOHKypca.

[IpenyioxkeHUST HAOOp OT CTATUM PA3KPUBA SICHO TBOPUECKUTE JTUPE-
HUSI Ha aBTOP C IIMPOK HAYy4YeH KPBro30p, HO U KOHIIEHTPHUPAH B UHTEPECUTE
CH, KOETO € 00CIIaHNEeTOo 3a ycIenrHa kapuepa. Hanucanoto e Ha npodecu-
OHaJICH €3UK, MTOHSKOTra MHOTOCJIOBEH, HO ITBbK YBJIEKaTeNieH. B TekcToBeTe
HE CbM 3a0eJisa3aj1 eJIEMEHTH Ha TIJIaruaTCTBO, BCHIIIHOCT HE ChbM M OYaKBaJl
Jla OTKPHSI.

* ok ok
5. B 3akmrouenne OWX akIeHTHPal BbPXY HECbMHEHHS MTPUHOC HA MPEJIO-
KEHUTE 32 00CHKIaHE B KOHKYpPCa TEKCTOBE, KOUTO MIPEIICHSIBAM KaTO 3Ha-
YUM pe3yTaT OT HEChbMHEH Hay4eH MoTeHIala. B Most mpouut MmoHorpadu-

ATa € yOenuTeleH NpuUMEep 3a BB3MOKHOCTUTE Ha HEWHHUS aBTOp Ja



aHanu3upa chOUTHSA U (aKTH, Ja PEKOHCTPYHpA UIACHHU BIUSHUS B MPSKa
BpBb3Ka M B CHHTE3 C NMPOYUTA Ha UCTOPUYECKU CBUJIeTeNIcTBa. Hamrcanoto
OT HEro ro pa3kpuBa KaTo ChbCPEIOTOYCH B HAYUYHUTE CH 3aHUMAaHUS U3CIIe-
JI0BaTell, ChC 3abJI00YEHN HHTEPECH U 3HAHUS 3a IMUPOKU apealt Ha J[peB-
HUS CBST; YY€H, KOMTO MO3HaBa MOCTUTHATOTO OT IMOKOJEHHUS H3CJIe/I0Ba-
TEJIM BbB BOJCIIN HAYUHH IIIKOJIM U MpUjIara Bb3MOKHOCTUTE HA UHTEPAKC-
IUATUIMHAPEH aHaJii3. A ChIIO Y TaJTaHTJIMB IIPEIo/iaBaTesl, KONUTO 11e YBIMYa
ObJCIIN U3CIIeI0OBATENIN, KOETO € OCHOBAHUETO MU Jia TJIaCyBaM IOJIOXKH-
TEJIHO 3a MPUCHKIAHETO Ha O-p Astlekcanabp Casos Iloprajicku Ha aka-

JIeMHYHATa JUTBXHOCT ,, 00UeHm .

11 noemspu, 2025 e.

Kocmaoun Pabaoocues



STATEMENT

Done by: Kostadin Rabadjiev, Dr.Sc., Professor in Classical archaeology, member of
the Scientific Jury according to the Order of the Rector of South-West University
“Neofit Rilski” (No. 1909/ 18.09.2025), concerning the competition for the academic
position “Associate Professor” in professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology
(Ancient history), announced by SWU in the State Gazette (No. 63/ 01.08.2025).

1. In the announced competition, organized for the needs of the Faculty of
Law and History of the South-West University, discussed and approved at a
meeting of the Department of History (No. 13/ 26.03.2025), the only
candidate is Assistant Professor Dr. Alexander Savov Portalski. He was
admitted to participation on the grounds that he meets the minimum
national requirements under Article 2b on the Law of the Development of
Academic Staff, as evidenced by the submitted certificate. A. Portalski
graduated in History from the Faculty of History at Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski”, specializing in Ancient History, Paleobalkan Studies
and Thracology (master's degree in 1995) and was a doctoral student in
independent training at the South-West University, with the theme of the
dissertation: “Lydia and the Greek World — Cultural and Historical
Connections and Interactions in the first half of the Ist Millennium BC”
(defended in 2010). Since 1995 he has been an assistant professor at the
South-West University, senior assistant professor (1999), chief assistant
professor (2008). In this competition he participates with a habilitation
thesis, published and submitted for discussion under the title: “The Balkan-
Anatolian Community in Antiquity”. Sofia: ProVias Publishing House,
2025. A document of authenticity of the text has been issued and attached
for the same. He also participates with 31 publications — studies and papers

according to the attached list.



2. The teaching workload of Dr. Alexander Portalski for the academic year
2025-2026 includes 255 hours of lectures (one-semester courses), of which
75 hours are mandatory and 90 hours of exercises. The readings cover the
wide range of Ancient History — lectures on History of the Ancient World:
Greece, Rome and the Ancient East, Thracology, Lydia, as well as lectures
on Culture of Ancient Southeast Europe, Ancient Greece and Introduction
to the Economy and Geography of the Ancient World. The set of disciplines
reveals him as an established researcher of ancient history, outlines the
achieved level of competence, and his readiness to cover his new
obligations after the successful competition.

Dr. A. Portalski participates in a number of projects — I would like to
point out his inclusion in an international numismatic project: Ancient
Coins Counterfeits Scientific Network: Digital Assets for Prevention of
Cultural Heritage Forgery (2021-2024); he is a member of the team of the
National Scientific Program Cultural and Historical Heritage, National
Memory and Social Development of the Ministry of Education and Science
(2018-2021). He was on a specialization at the Paris Lodron University in
Salzburg, Austria, from March to June 2003, with the topic: The Transition
from the Bronze to the Iron Age in Western Anatolia; and at the University
of Athens with the topic: Greek Language and Culture, from June to July
1999. He participates in the activities of the Department of program
accreditation and preparation of curricula for Master's programs,

organization of study trips and traveling seminars.

3. The monograph with which Dr. A. Portalski participates in the
competition (The Balkan-Anatolian Community in Antiquity) is a study of a
significant geographical area, including the Balkans and Asia Minor, in an

effort to outline the dimensions of a community extending in time from the



Early Bronze Age until the 7th century AD. It is traced in economic ties
(coins), cultural (alphabetic writing), settlement structures and cult sites.
The book, I would summarize, is a serious and intriguing reading, revealing
the rich erudition of its author, and this for the needs of the competition I
consider the most important — that he is a well-educated researcher of
antiquity. And the polemical style reveals him as a fascinating lecturer. As
for the scientific intention and purpose of what he has written, I admit that I
am not convinced in the existence of community of peoples and cultures
formulated here. What is seen is a contact zone, often described by
researchers, and re-enacted by the successive impact of several empires,
which included the outlined lands in their possessions. Another issue is that
the study in large “strokes” of a past reality would hardly build a clear
picture of vast area and numerous cultures for more than a millennium. As
an example, I would point out what was said about the Greek religion — the
term does not exist and it is clear, at least not in the sense used today (p.
181). However, the religion of the Greeks is not only myths and folk
beliefs, but there is also a well-organized cult practice and rituals, sacred
spaces and architecture, and they stand out clearly from what was done by

other ethnic groups.

4. The attached list of papers contains 31 titles. I assume that this is a list of
publications with which the candidate participates in the competition,
because it is not explicitly stated. Those listed with No. 1 and 2, which are
the monographs — for the current competition and the published doctorate,
they are excluded from this review. Also No. 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, which are on
the topic of the doctoral thesis (PhD) in the years before its defence.
Among the texts, the Asia Minor problem in the dimensions of the

Balkan-Anatolian Community stands out, such as the publication in



English in Etudes balkaniques (No. 3), where the author presented his
reasons for the existence of the community. Understandably, his interest in
Western Asia Minor (No. 25, 29), related to his studies on the topic of the
doctorate, which, as expected, has not subsided. Another emphasis is
Thrace and the Seas (No. 20), where his interest in Salmidessos (No. 10,
12, 13, 23) and the Hellenic penetration into Pontus (No. 14, 19, 24) stands
out.

I would especially highlight his paper in the Homeric problematics —
on the meaning of the word polis (No. 8), a short but well-founded and
interesting message on the topic of the early city. Also, on rock-cut
monuments (No. 15) and the problem of the so-called ‘dragon houses’ in
Euboea (No. 18, 30), which is interesting, but is difficult to defend in the
assumed connection with the Pelasgians only on the basis of a folklore
story and a curious idea.

Recognizable is the presence of Dr. A. Portalski among the scientific
community — part of the publications are from his participation in scientific
forums and conferences with reports related to his scientific interests.
Evidence of the contributions made are the prestigious editions — Bulgarian
and foreign, in which the publications are present, some of them referenced
and indexed. This is also revealed in the citations in the scientific literature,
according to what is reflected in world databases and attached to the
competition documentation.

The proposed set of articles clearly reveals the creative quests of an
author with a broad scientific horizon, but also concentrated in his interests,
which is the promise of a successful career. The writing is in professional
language, sometimes verbose, but fascinating. I have not noticed any

elements of plagiarism in the texts, in fact I did not expect to find any.



k0 ok ok

5. In conclusion, I would like to emphasize the undoubted contribution of
the texts proposed for discussion in the competition, which I consider to be
a significant result of undoubted scientific potential. In my reading, the
monograph is a convincing example of the author's ability to analyse events
and facts, to reconstruct ideological influences in direct connection and in
synthesis with the reading of historical evidence. What he wrote reveals
him as a researcher focused on his scientific pursuits, with profound
interests and knowledge of the wide area of the Ancient World; a scientist
who knows the achievements of generations of researchers in leading
scientific schools and applies the possibilities of interdisciplinary analysis.
And also, a talented teacher who will attract future researchers, which is the
reason for my positive vote for the appointment of Dr. Alexander Savov

Portalski to the academic position of Associate Professor.

November 11", 2025

Kostadin Rabadjiev



